BAPTIST CONVENTION OF SOUTH AFRICA

OUR BIBLE-BASED PRINCIPLES:

* To follow Jesus’ example with compassion for
the destitute, sick and marginalized . 25: 31-46)

e To speak the truth in love to the church by
lobbying for people living with HIV and AIDS
and by exposing all kinds of discrimination
(Eph. 4:15)

* As the Body of Christ we are all HIV positive,
infected and affected suffering together
(1. Cor. 12:26a) '

e Every person is valuable and is to be accepted
irrespective of their HIV-status, race, gender,
education, religion, age or profession com. 157

* To bring love and reconciliation as ambassadors
of Christ @ cor. 520

e Judgment is none of our business wt 7:n)

* To fight against any form of violence, abuse,

discrimination or stigmatization and to

hold up the dignity of every human
being k. 7:37-50; 8:40-a7)

 *Propagate the church family’s
responsibility to discuss and
implement Biblical guidelines
for relationships and sexual
behavior wt s:4-7)

WE
DREAM
of BCSA Churches
and Ministries being safe
and attractive places of
comfort for people infected
and affected by HIV
and AIDS.
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Want more information?

www.dlalanathi.org.za
(helping children affected by loss
through play)

www.tac.org.za
(Treatment Action Campaign)

www.unaids.org
(Unite the world against AIDS: latest
facts and statistics)

www.cabsa.co.za
(Christian Aids Bureau South Africa)

www.cindi.org.za
(Network for Children In Distress)

www.aids.org.za
(AIDS Foundation of South Africa)

www.worldaidscampaign.com
(Resources e.g. for World AIDS
Day)

www.dichristin.de
(Homepage of the EBM
missionaries)
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From the Desk of the General Secretary

It is almost 12 years since we began the intervention

program for HIV&AIDS. Much has happened as far as

care, education and counseling is concerned, but the

numbers of new infections released by UNAIDS (see

page 3 of this newsletter) show that South Africa is

not actually winning the battle against the spread of the virus. The

Minister of Health Dr Aaron Motsoaledi has launched a campaign on

prevention, by inviting every South Africa to take an HIV&AIDS test.

If every person knows their status it becomes a huge step towards

prevention. People are afraid to take these tests but it is a very

important thing to do.

On behalf of the Baptist Convention of SA | wish to encourage all our

members and every South African to take a voluntary test to know their

status. We have taken a huge step this year by inviting the Jubilee

Hospital to set up a mobile clinic during the Assembly at Prestige

College to encourage people to go for a test. | am encouraging all o us

to do the following: Conducted any activity around World

e Become a role model by taking your HIV&AIDS voluntary testing. AIDS Day 20107

e Spread the message in your community by encouraging others to Used our material for anything? We
take the test. would appreciate your FEEDBACK!

e Be responsible and prevent the spread of HIV&AIDS. Please contact us at our information stall

or send us the feedback form after the
| wish you all a joyful Christmas and blessed New Year. Assembly.

Ngwedla Paul Msiza Thanks a lot!
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Supporting Bereaved Children Through Play

Throughout the year 2010 a group of 12 people who are
working with orphans in our organizations have been
trained by our partner organization Dlalanathi from
Pietermaritzburg. We learned how children communicate
through play and how we can use play to communicate
with them. We acquired play skills that can be used to help
bereaved children grapple with their feelings. Many times P&
bereaved children are overseen after a death case and not ©
taken serious in their need to understand deeper what has |
happened and to process their feelings. If we don't give ,
bereaved children a platform to address their feelings, |
they are likely to develop problem behavior like violence or #:
drug abuse later in order to cope with their suppressed =

loss experience. (o= W

All participants have gone back to their organizations on the ground and
implemented a series of play sessions with an individual child. Now everyone is
working with a group of up to 12 children. In February the training will be completed
on a feedback day that will also include the handing over of certificates. It has been
wonderful to see healing happening amongst the participants as well as amongst
the children and how God has used people to be a comfort for others just when
they needed it. We hope that this is not the end of it and that the participants will
continue blessing the children in their communities by working with them in play
groups.

Our organizations...

BSEC

Rev. Jeremiah Nyembe
P.O. Box 10405
Klerksdorp 2570,
0837700274

Fountain of Love
Rev. Charles Serokolo
P.O. Box 91

Driekop 1129,
0825359161

Baptist Children Centre
Rev. SB Ndebele

P.O. Box 1249
Potchefstroom 2520
ibcc@polka.co.za
0836715946

Carrol Shaw

Rev. TZ Motaung

P.O. Box 95

Kagiso 1744
csmemor@netactive.co.za
011851002

Ark of Grace

Mrs. Rebecca Mashiane
P.O. Box 124
Mabopane 0190
0769704671

Thabo Drop-In-Centre
Rev. Samuel Lamola
P.O. Box 3144
Pietersburg 0700
0825359611

Tshepang Care Centre
Rev. David Matlou

P.O. Box 4985
Emalahleni 1035
0722040895
dmatlou@webmail.co.za

Jehovah Jireh
Mrs. Nelly Matjeke
1186 Block GG
Soshanguve 0152
0828103923

Pfunekani Project

Rev. Elias Matjeni

P.O. Box 253

Soshanguve 0164
0849381602
Matjeni.pe@vodamail.co.za

BAPTIST CONVENTION OF SOUTH AFRICA

-4




Living Hope
P.O. Box 1840
Estcourt 3310
0829629678
wbc@lantic.net

Xolile Madolo

Njaxa Baptist Church
P.O. Box 1446

Alice 5700
0846849894

Nyeleti Project
994 Section S
Lefathleng
Hamaanskraal 0403
0727754457

Ten Morgan

Grace Nthane

Plot no. 797 Ten Morgan
Winterveldt 0198
0848996961

Rock of Ages Ministries
Leon Novoji

P.O. Box 3114

Delft 7102

0737143166
ramsawcape@gmail.com

Thlokadisho

Rev. Helen Maime
No. 4 Magnolia Street
Potgietersrus 0601
0823154786

Tshepong Fountain
Mrs. Virginia Chauke
P.O. Box 116,
Temba 0407
0795171898

Children’s Rights Ministry
Rev Jacob Livingstone

P.O. Box 561140
Chatsglen/Chatsworth
Durban 4092

0314018180

Bophelong

Rev. John Nthane
P.O. Box 8884
Edeleen 1625
0726831738

SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA: Latest HIV and AIDS Staistics

Sub-Saharan Africa remains the region most heavily affected by HIV worldwide,
accounting for over two thirds (67%) of all people living with HIV and for nearly
three quarters (72%) of AIDS-related deaths in 2008.

An estimated 1.9 million people were newly infected with HIV in sub-Saharan
Africa in 2008, bringing the number of people living with HIV to 22.4 million.

In 2008, more than 14 million children in sub-Saharan Africa had lost one or
both parents to AIDS.

The nine countries in southern Africa continue to bear a disproportionate
share of the global AIDS burden—each of them has an adult HIV prevalence
greater than 10%.

South Africa continues to be home to the world’s largest population of people
living with HIV—5.7 million in 2007.

While the rate of new HIV infections in the region has slowly declined, the
number of people living with HIV slightly increased in 2008, partly due to
increased longevity stemming from improved access to treatment. Adult (15—
49) HIV prevalence declined from 5.8% in 2001 to 5.2% in 2008.

By the end of 2008, 44% of adults and children in the region in need of
antiretroviral therapy had access to treatment. Five years earlier, the regional
treatment coverage was only 2%.

As a result of treatment scale-up, people are living longer in many countries. In
Kenya, AIDS-related deaths have fallen by 29% since 2002.

Women and girls continue to be disproportionally affected by HIV in sub-
Saharan Africa. Throughout the region, women account for 60% of all HIV
infections.

Young women between the ages of 15 and 19 are particularly vulnerable to
HIV. In Kenya, young women are three times more likely to become infected
than their male counterparts.
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