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HISTORY: 
 
The HIV and AIDS Desk  of the Baptist Convention (BCSA) was established in 2001. It started with 
five projects (Bophelong, Ark of Grace, His Hope Awareness, Pelonomi, and Baptist Social and 
Education Centre. Currently the Desk is linking 14 viable projects. Besides networking, the main 
focus of the Desk is the training of co-workers. In 2008 workshops in Project Management, General 
Capacity Building and Debriefing, and Basic HIV and AIDS Awareness have been realised. Further 
plans for the year can be found in the green box on the left. 
 
You can always phone us under 011.6489136, 0723250772. 
Our Email address is bcsa-hivaids@telkomsa.net and the fax number is 011.4873675 
 
Here you can find the brief history of five projects linked to the Desk. Enjoy it!  
 
Bophelong  (Thembisa) project in Thembisa was established by the late Molebogeng Fakude in 
2000 because she observed many terminally ill people in the community. A professional nurse 
trained people in Basic Home Based Care (HBC) and a HBC organisation was started in Mqantsa 
Baptist Church. Today Bophelong has spread its wings to orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). 
Beside HBC the project is now operating as a Drop-In Centre and as an Early Childhood and 
Development Centre. The project is also able to distribute food parcels to terminally ill patients. 
 
Fountain of Love  (Burgersfort) has started a Day Care Centre in 2003 and is making a difference 
in the life of many OVCs and their families in the Burgersfort area. All the children get three meals 
and fresh fruit every day. 
 
Nyeleti  (Temba) project is a new project in Hamaanskraal operating in the fields of HBC and OVC. 
The project is linked to Temba Baptist Church and networking with the other project in the church 
(Tshepong Fountain). It was launched in 2008. The project wants to support young people and be a 
help in stopping the spread of HIV and AIDS. The project wants to share skills and information. 
 
Pfunekani  (Soshanguve) was founded in 2005 by Pastor Matjeni from New Covenant Baptist 
Church (Soshanguve). People from the church went out to pray for people in their homes and later 
established a HBC organisation because the huge need was discovered. In 2008 the project hosted 
volunteers from Europe for the first time which was a great success for both sides. 
 
Ikageng Baptist Children Centre (Ikageng) was started in 2000 after discovering that church 
members are infected and affected by the AIDS pandemic. Having orphans in the church people 
started to do advocacy for them. Later about 20 people were involved in HBC and services for the 
OVCs. Currently the project has its focus on OVCs and on more than 100 families (many 
grandmother- and child-headed households) are linked to the project. 
 
 
A list of all projects with some contact details can be found on the last page of this newsletter. If 
you’d like to see the history of your project in the next newsletter pleas provide us with some 
information. We are also grateful for activities, prayer items and stories about your daily work. 

NEWS: 
 
Esther and Matthias are 
going to have their 
second child in August. 
Esther is currently on 
maternity leave. 
From October to Decem-
ber they are going on 
furlough to Germany as 
a family. They will be 
back in South Africa in 
January 2009. 
 

 
 
 
 
DATES for 2008: 
 
·  Annual General 

Meeting (20/21 August) 
·  Advanced Financial 

Management 
Workshop (29 
September – 3 
October) 

·  Advanced Counselling 
(3-7 November) 

·  Assembly of the BCSA 
(12-16 December) 

WELCOME… 
 
to the first newsletter of the BCSA HIV and AIDS Desk. This represents a bigger 
picture of the intervention made by projects of the BCSA, as we strongly believe 
that social ministry forms part of our mandate. This edition aim to expose and briefly 
expound interventions from various HIV and AIDS projects of the Convention. 
Hopefully, this will challenge and inspire those who turn a blind eye and a deaf ear 
to the cries of the infected and affected. Remember that Christ had a preferential 
choice for the destitute, sick and marginalized.  
 

May I extend a word of gratitude to all our readers, funders and consultants, and 
wish you a blessed year. As the programme of the Convention, we are aware that 
the pandemic is all out to destroy God’s image and human dignity; as a result, we 
are rising to the occasion and geared to restore this. It is our endeavour to emulate 
our pioneers who were clothed in compassion, commitment and consistency. 
      Rev. Owen Nkumbi 
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ACTIVITIES IN SOME PROJECTS: 
 
Bophelong: 
The project has done a graduation, a trip to Joburg Zoo and a one week HIV and AIDS campaign in May. 
 
Fountain of Love: 
Always at the end of the year the project celebrates its pre-school graduation and gives certificates to the 
children. Beside that the birthdays of the children are celebrated in the project. 
 
Nyeleti: 
The project is planning a graduation on 28th November 2008. Trainings were held at the end of May and 
special worship services are celebrated regularly. 
 
Ikageng BCC: 
The project is asking other projects of the Desk to invite them for some days to share experiences and to learn 
from each other.  

PRAYER AND PRAISE ITEMS 
 
Let us all pray for the people affected and infected by HIV 
and AIDS. Let us pray that GOD provides for the suffering 
people. Let us pray that we as a denomination are able to 
make a difference. 
 
In all our projects the lack of resources is a huge prayer 
item. Please pray for enough resources to run the projects, 
pay the staff and provide material for the patients and the 
families our projects care for. Most of the projects are also 
lacking transport. 
 
Let us pray for the churches the projects are linked to. 
Pastors and members shall really support the ministry of 
the projects and love the clients. 
 
Let us also pray for all the projects that are not viable at 
present. Pray also that the Desk is able to support the 
projects in the right way. 
 
Many reasons to thank GOD are listed under stories of 
success. 
 
In Bophelong  the staff pray every morning for the patients 
and the OVC. On Wednesdays people from a local church 
(Grace Bible Church) offer a programme for the children. 
Fountain of Love  is inviting all the people within the Desk 
to pray for a strong and healthy life for the children. Pray 
also for the community and the staff of the project. Let us 
pray for all the staff in our projects that they are committed 
to the work and encouraged every day new. Pfunekani  
needs a car for transport like many other projects. Ikageng  
is dealing with many traumatized, violated and abused 
children. Many of the children are in danger to get involved 
in crime. Please pray especially for the children and the 
staff dealing with these challenges. Pray also for the vision 
and the plans of the new land that was donated to the 
project. Jehovah Jireh  needs to extend the orphanage. 
The government is requesting them to build a room for the 
orphans that is separated from the Day Care. 

STORIES OF SUCCESS 
 
·  Many projects have been able to receive grants from the 

government (Bophelong, Pfunekani, Ikageng BCC, Thabo 
Drop-In) 

·  Please pray for the business plans some projects are 
preparing for 2009. 

·  Pfunekani project has received bicycles and first aid kits 
from the American Embassy and one caregiver attended 
the 69days HBC training by the government. The project 
has a good reputation in the community and people are 
calling to get assistance in applying for grants or 
certificates. One patient who was very sick is now 
volunteering in the feeding scheme of the project. 

·  Jehovah Jireh orphanage hosted four volunteers from 
England. They attended the project management 
workshop this year. The volunteers in these two projects 
strengthened the networking between the organisations. 

·  Nyeleti project was able to get some material from Cash 
Build and Credit Build. 

·  Ikageng got a donation of a huge piece of land where the 
project wants to build a new centre and a hospice. 

·  Fountain of Love has an increase of more than 100% of 
new kids. The staff is very committed. The project has new 
playground facilities. 

·  In Bophelong and Pfunekani the Desk was able to do 
some training on the job in computer and financial skills. 
Many projects reported that the trainings offered by the 
Desk are helpful.  

·  Some projects had internal workshops to multiply the 
knowledge people gained in the trainings. The Desk was 
able to provide the projects with material about human 
resource issues and governance. 

·  Thabo Drop-In was able to support families in getting birth 
certificates and grants. The project is again funded by the 
government. 

·  Many volunteers in the projects were able to find jobs. One 
caregiver got the possibility to study nursing. Let’s pray 
that the projects can recruit new committed volunteers. 

·  All projects received toy donations from the German 
Baptist Youth Department. 

·  The project managers were able to meet already three 
times in 2008. 
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 GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
As the Desk we have been networking together with 
CABSA (Christian Aids Bureau of South Africa) for a few 
months. With their help we have been able to start a 
small resource centre to make helpful material available 
for the projects. We encourage you to make use of 
several books and pamphlets during your visits in the 
National Office. Beside that CABSA has a very useful 
Homepage (www.cabsa.co.za) where you can get latest 
updates and download lots of useful documents 
(policies, workshop material, handouts…). You can also 
subscribe for a monthly newsletter to get regular 
updates. 
 
In the latest newsletter they are touching the 
following issues: 
 
On their website there are new documents for project 
managers available that can be downloaded. These 
resources deal amongst other things with 
communication, advocacy and prevention programmes 
for youth. Furthermore they offer 79 fundraising 
resources for grant writing. 
 
Interesting events in the next months: 
 
·  International AIDS Conference in Mexico from 3-8 

August 
·  NGO conference 2008 in Pretoria from 23-24 October 

for organisational capacity building. The venue is the 
international conference centre in Pretoria. You can 
contact the conference secretariat under 012.4608998 
or lashikac@foundation.co.za 

MOTIVATION 
 

Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for 
the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9). 
 

God of Hope, Your love makes the impossible possible. 
When we are facing seemingly impossible situations, 
remind us of your love and the possibilities it proclaims. Amen. 

SUPPORT/SKILLS IN THE PROJECTS  
 
Bophelong  has skilled and trained people in HIV and AIDS 
knowledge, counselling, life skills, nutritional education and early 
childhood development. Pfunekani  has trained people in boxing 
and karate (for children). Ikageng BCC has skills in project and 
financial management, governance and child care (level 1). 
 
HELP NEEDED 
 
Bophelong  needs support in computer skills, finances and 
policies, conflict management and communication. Fountain of 
Love  is willing to share the skills they have and is asking for 
support in financial and computer skills. The project also needs 
playground facilities and office equipment. Nyeleti  needs 
information in Early Childhood Development. Pfunekani  needs 
more knowledge in dealing with traumatized people who 
experienced loss. Furthermore, there should be more 
knowledge about fundraising (especially related to funding from 
companies). Ikageng  BCC needs training in child care and child 
psychology. Toys and playing equipment are needed in the 
project. 

SOME FIGURES 
 

·  Thabo Drop-In  provides food for more than 90 
children every day. 

·  Ikageng BCC  is supporting more than 100 families. 
·  Khanyisa  provided food for 800 people in 2007 with 

funding from the Desk. 
·  Jehovah Jireh  has 15 kids in the orphanage and 

more than 80 for day-care. 
·  Ark of Grace  had 48 children in the crèche in 2007. 
·  Bophelong  cares for 42 children in the day-care and 

has 258 different children in the Drop-In Centre. 
·  47 children were in Carroll Shaw  Memorial Centre  

crèche in 2007. At present the project has 18 
caregivers operating in 3 areas. 

·  Fountain of Love  has 72 children in the crèche. 
·  Pfunekani  is providing food for more than 100 

children on a daily basis. 
·  Tshepong fountain  has a new nurse and a new 

admin in the project. 11 caregivers are visiting 307 
patients altogether. 

 
And the Desk has already trained 60 persons in 2008 
and made more than 20 project visits. 

USEFUL WEBSITES 
 
www.tac.org.za (Treatment Action Campaign) 
www.unaids.org (Unite the world against AIDS) 
www.lifeline.org.za (24-hour Counselling – 
0861.322322) 
www.cabsa.co.za (Christian Aids Buerau South 
Africa 
www.cindi.org.za (network for children in distress) 
www.aids.org.za (AIDS Foundation of South Affrica) 
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Baptist Social Education Centre 
Rev. Jeremiah Nyembe 
P.O. Box 10405 
Klerksdorp 2570 
0837700274 
 

Fountain of Love 
Rev. Charles Serokolo 
P.O. Box 91 
Driekop 1129 
0825359161 
 

Imikateko 
Rev. Owen Nkumbi 
P.O. Box Kwaxuma 1868 
1390 Mission Site 
White City Jabavu 
0723250772 
 

Baptist Children’s Center 
Rev. S.B. Ngcobo 
P.O. Box 1249 
Potchefstroom 2520 
Ikagengbaptist@yahoo.com 
0836715946 
 

Carrol Shaw Memorial Centre 
Rev. Zachariah Motaung 
P.O. Box 5132 
Suurbekom 1786 
csmemor@netdial.co.za 
011851002 
 

Ark of Grace 
Mrs. Rebecca Mashiane 
P.O. Box 124 
Mabopane 0190 
0769704671 
 

His Hope Awareness 
Rev. Sipho Khanyile 
P.O. Box 47587 
Greyville 4001 
0822568797 
 

Thabo Drop-In-Centre 
Rev. Samuel Lamola 
P.O. Box 3144 
Pietersburg 0700 
0825359611 
 

Khanyisa Project 
Rev. Sipho Tshuka  
21 Forest Crescent 
Colorado 1787 
0723968016 
 

Jehovah Jireh Orphanage 
Mrs. Nelly Matjeke 
1186 Block GG 
Soshanguve 0152 
0828103923 
 

Tshepong Fountain 
Mr. Abram Masemola 
P.O. Box 136 
Temba 0407 
0795171898 
 

Tshepang Care Centre 
Rev. David Matlou 
P.O. Box 4985 
Witbank 1035 
0722040895 
 

Sakhisizwe & Pongola Women’s Club 
Mr. Mncedisi Mkhaliphi 
P.O. Box 1555 
Pongola 3170 
0825955127 
 

Pfunekani Project 
Rev. Elias Matjeni 
P.O. Box 253 
Soshanguve 0164 
0849381602  
 

Children’s Rights Ministry 
Rev Jacob Livingstone 
P.O. Box 48670 
Qualbert Durban 4070 
0314032550 
 

Bophelong 
Rev. John Nthane 
P.O. Box 8884 
Edeleen 1625 
0726831738 
 

Living Hope Half Way House 
P.O. Box 1840 
Estcourt 3310 
0829629678  
wembezibaptist@telkomsa.net 
 

Xolile Madolo (Eastern Cape) 
Njaxa Baptist Church 
Middledrift 
0846849894 
 

Nyeleti Project 
994 Section S 
Lefathleng 
Hamaanskraal 0403 
0786361855 

 

Financial Management Workshop 2007, Orphanage Jehovah 
Jireh, Fountain of Love (crèche) and BSEC (Klerksdorp) 

Tshepang, General Capacity Building Workshop, Living Hope 
Halfway House, Carroll Shaw 

Imikateko and Thabo Drop In 
Centre, Ikageng BCC 


